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Paulette Melanson 1971 

 

 

I'll call this my 'grey period' of art making.  While attending Louis J. Robichaud high 

school in Shediac, NB. I completed two credits in visual arts and in 1971, the year of my 

high school graduation I participated in an exhibition in Bouctouche, NB where I sold a 

large abstract painting titled 'The Mysteries of Life'. It sold for $50, a good chunk of 

money for a 17 year old at the time.  The purchaser ended up writing a feature on the 

painting and about the young artist (me) in the daily provincial newspaper 'l'Évangéline'. I 

am amazed at what I said and how I was thinking. I'll translate the piece someday.  

Although visual arts were very close to my heart at the time, I decided to study science 

instead.  

Below the article you will find some of my art works from 1971.   Translation below. 
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PAULETTE MELANSON 

The Mysteries of Life (1971) 

 

 

Interested in drawing since her childhood, Paulette Melanson now does abstract painting in bright colors, 

sometimes with a certain shade of autumn gray ... Although she is from the "Pepsi Generation",  Paulette has 

both feet on the ground and her head is not floating in the clouds. A graduate of Louis J. Robichaud high 

school in Shediac, this young 17-year-old artist will continue her studies at the Université de Moncton in 

Sciences with an option in Biology. It goes without saying that painting is close to her heart and she strongly 

hopes to evolve in this artistic field. 

 

During an exhibition of works of art held at the Relance offices in Richibouctou during the 

Scallop festival, which took place on July 4, visitors had the opportunity to admire and appreciate the talent of 

our young Acadian artists. Paulette Melanson from Scoudouc exhibited some of her creations among others. 

“The Mysteries of Life”, currently installed at the St-Paul Community Animation Center. As a mark of 

appreciation for our budding Acadian artists, rarely encouraged, I asked Paulette to express in a few lines the 

subject of her inspiration for those interested in painting. I communicate to you here as faithfully as possible 

the soul of this artist. 

 

 

"I like to think and create imaginary and surreal shapes and then combine them together to do a painting such 

as this one for example where I wanted to paint 'The Mysteries of Life' in which we live ... There are all kinds of 

things that can interest us in life, the smallest things down to the most complex things and creatures. The 

‘design’ ’is combined with the real. The passing of time is an important part of life, every minute is important. 

Time is precious ... The speed of time, of everything, is incomparable. In life there is mystery and you cannot 

answer all questions. In this painting, it is represented by a drop of water flickering at the tips of the fingers of 

the hand ... How can it stay there? It's an unreal mystery, but a mystery nonetheless. The complexity of nature 

always amazes me: here, I represent it by the eye recessed in a head ... To live, you see, each of us must have 

a light that illuminates us in order to follow the right path, and that's what I want to show here at the corner 

of this painting, at the bottom right… Finally, what will I say more? I must leave something that can sharpen 

the imagination of visitors who will come to visit your Community Center. I stop here by saying that the speed, 

the complexity of life always shapes me. Yes, that's it! ”. 

 

L’Évangéline Newspaper, Moncton, NB, 1971 



Copyright - Droit d'auteur - Paulette Melanson 2021 
 

                                                                                                   

 

                   

 

 


